
“Coming Home to the Father” 
Luke 15:11-32 

Third Step on The Incredible Journey 
 

Step 1 – We admitted we were powerless over our _____________________________________ 

  That our lives had become unmanageable. KEY WORD – ADMIT 

 

Step 2 – We came to believe that a power greater than ourselves could restore us through a living 

relationship with Christ.      KEY WORD – BELIEVE 

         

 

Step 3 – We made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the power of Jesus Christ.         

        KEY WORD – SURRENDER 

 

In the parable Jesus shows us what led to the son’s troubles: 

1. Arrogant -  “Father, give me the share of the estate that falls to me.” 

2. Control -   “…the younger son gathered everything together and went on a 

journey into a distant country…” 

3. Bad decisions -  “…and there squandered his estate with loose living.” 

4. Bad economy -  “…a severe famine occurred in that country…” 

5. Humiliation -  “…he would have gladly filled his stomach with the pods that the 

swine were eating…” 

6. Denial -   “…make me as one of your hired men.” 

 

The son had to come to himself 

1. He came to an awakening of his condition. (where his pain had taken him) 

2. He came to an awakening of his true self. (pride was broken) 

3. He came to an awakening of his true need. (to return to the Father) 

The son had to make three decisions: 

1. He decided that enough is enough. 

2. He decided to return to the father. 

3. He decided to place his future in his father’s hands. 

 

In the parable, Jesus shows us a picture of God: 

1. Anxiously watching -  “…while he was still a long way off, his father saw him.” 

2. Actively waiting -  “…(he) ran and embraced him.” 

3. Accessible -   “…let us eat and celebrate.” 

 

When you come home to the Father, you always get less than you deserve and 

more than you expect. 
 


